TRIGGER TIMES

NEWSILLETTER of COUNTRY PPONID FISH & GAMIE CILUB
April 2026 Newton, NH Volume 26-04

BOD Meeting
April 2

Member Meeting
April 16
19:00-20:30

PRACTICE PLATES
RETURNING THIS MONTH!

April 14 and April 28 at 17:00

Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday all summenr!
Shooting continues until sunset or ammau-
nition runs out, whichever comes first!

Website — www.cpfge.com
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CPFGC Contacts

Answering Machine (603) 382-5681 Downstairs Hall and Indoor Range (603) 382-0062
Executive Board and Board of Directors
President: Paul Gilberti ...........ccccovvveveeiivneeeeveeeeeeeenneen. (603) 426-2025 ....covveeeeeenenenne. pgis@comcast.net
Vice President: Sharon Theobald .................c.uuueeen....... (978) 457-3821................. shootinlady655@aol.com
Secretary: Jeanette Ligouri ...........ccccceeeevieveecieceennnenne. (603) 489-9575 .....ceveereeereranne diggerjl@gmail.com
Treasurer: Chris Annantuonio..............cccoeeveeevevueeeeennne (508) 369-0473 ....eevvveeeerennnn treasurer@cpfge.com
1. ROD LUCAS ...ttt (603) 365-0624 ............c......... director1 @cpfge.com
2. Tom MOTAN.........c.cooierieereeeecieeeeeseeereeseeeseeesaeseeenns (603) 819-9349.......ccecveeuvenee. director2 @cpfge.com
3.Gerry Nowlan............cccooiiiiiiiiiieecececceeeee e (978) 971-1206..................... gnowlan@comcast.net
4. Jeff Gersbach..............ccccooeoeeiiiieieeeeecee e, (603) 382-3312.....cecveereeerennen. director4 @cpfge.com
5.Jim Lacefield ..............ccooriiiiiiiiieeeeceeceeeee (978) 228-8551 .......eeeuveennnee. director5@cpfge.com
The entire board can be contacted at once by emailing bod@cpfge.com
Security Officer
Andy DeardorfT................cooviiiiiieeeeee (603) 382-3434 .......ceeevvereennee. security@cpfge.com

Chief Range Safety Officer
Jim Lacefield............oooouviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeceee e (978) 228-8551 ...eeveeeeeeeeeeeeeene rso@cpfge.com
Additional Range Safety Officers are listed online at http://cpfgc.com/contacts.html#ro

Target Events and Ranges

Airgun Challenge: Tim Swisher .............ccccoceeverinennnnnns (603) 534-7433 ....coovveveeerrennene airguns@cpfge.com
Airgun Metal Silhouettes: Ralph Clatterbuck ............... (603) 642-6927 .....coevvveererrennene airguns@cpfge.com
Archery: Richard Tuite ...........ccccoveeveviiinenneniienieienne (603) 793-9003 ......c.eevverrrrennene archery@cpfgc.com
CMP: Daune Brown..........ccccceevvevervienennienieenenieenenneennens (978) 317-2811 ..uveeeveverveeerrenaenne cmp @cpfge.com
Pin Shoots: John Coyne .............ccccovvevervienveineneeneneenen. (603) 818-1946......coceeveereereerrenaenne pins@cpfge.com
Pistol League, .22 Rimfire: Jim Rogers ......................... (978) 912-4847 ....covveeerrene. pistol-lgs@cpfge.com
Pistole League, Centerfire: Jim Graczyk........................ (603) 362-4829........ccceeueuenee pistol-lgs@cpfge.com
Steel Challenge: Scott Kuckler................ccccoeviennennnnnen. (603) 490-6892.........ccueeuune rogue-steel @cpfge.com
Steel Plate Shoots, Centerfire: Tim Swisher-.................. (603) 534-7433 ......oovveeenne plates-ctr@cpfge.com
Steel Plate Shoots, Rimfire: Samy Singh...................... (860) 834-1883 .........cccn.n... plates-rim@cpfgc.com
Steel Practice Plates: Jim Lacefield................................. (978) 228-8551 ...couveueeeeeeeennneee plates@cpfge.com
Three-Gun Action Shooting: John Carr ..o 3-gun@cpfge.com
Trap: John Cannillo...............cccoooiiiiiiene (603) 479-7120 ...veveeveerrererreneenne trap@cpfge.com
Operations and Membership
Budget Committee: Chris Annantuonio.......................... (508) 369-0473......ccoevvveeereenene budget@cpfge.com
Club Merchandise: David Hyde ..................cccceenenneee. (603) 382-0179.................. merchandise@cpfge.com
Facilities Manager: Gerry Nowlan..................cccccc.c........ (978) 971-1206.........cceceeuuen.e gnowlan@comcast.net
Hall Rentals: Gerry Nowlan .............ccccocoevvvevenienennennen. (978) 971-1206..........cuuue..... gnowlan@comcast.net
Kitchen: Paul Gilberti ...........cccceovvvevcerinneeinieecerecneeen, (603) 426-2025 .....coceevvveenvrennen. kitchen@cpfgc.com
Land and Buildings: Sharon Theobald........................... (978) 457-3821................. shootinlady655@aol.com
Lost & Found: Rob Lucas ..........cccocvevevevieieeinveecneeeeneeen. (603) 365-0624 ........cuvvveeeenereeennnen lost@cpfge.com
Membership: Sharon Theobald ........................c.cc....... (978) 457-3821................. shootinlady655@aol.com
Metals Recycling: Ron MacLeod.................ccccecvevennnnnen. (603) 382-6671 ....ccoeeeervvreeennnen. metals@cpfge.com
Newsletter: James Lacefield...................ccoooeevveenneennnnnn. (978) 914-3240........cccuuue.ee... newsletter@cpfge.com
Work Parties—Monday: Ron MacLeod ......................... (603) 382-6671 ....cuvveeenrvvreeerrneanns work@cpfge.com
Work Parties—Saturday: Gerry Nowlan ....................... (978) 971-1206..........c..uuc...... gnowlan@comcast.net
Work Parties—Saturday: Sharon Theobald.................. (978) 457-3821................. shootinlady655@aol.com

Webmaster: JOIN Carr.............ocooiiiiiiiiiiieeeee ettt ettt ettt sae s admin@cpfge.com
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CPFGC Contacts

Website www.cpfge.com
Club Events

Chili Cookoff: Allan Carrier.........ccccceveeveeeeevveeeereenenens (978) 430-3980 ....ceeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeennne chili@cpfge.com
Ice Fishing Derby: Jim Nishina.............cccccccoeevenennnnen. (603) 793-0038........ceeveereererenne icefish@cpfge.com

Education and Training
Firearms Instruction Programs: Paul Gilberti.............. (603) 426-2025 ......ccveeveereerenanne pgis@comcast.net
Hunter Education: Paul Gilberti.................cccccvenennennnen. (603) 426-2025 ......ccveeveereerananne pgis@comcast.net

Orders and Transfers

Ammunition and Components: Jim Graczyk................. (603) 362-4829.................. ammo-order@cpfge.com
Firearms Orders: Jeff Gersbach..................................... (no phone orders).................... jgersbach@gmail.com
Transfers and Information: Samy Singh........................ (860) 834-1883 ......ooecveeeeereereenene ffl@cpfge.com

Country Pond Amateur Radio Group (CPARG)
Dan GOOdWIN..............ccoeiiiiieieceeceecreee e (603) 548-4287 ...ccvveereereerrenen. radio@cpfgc.com

Spring Turkey Season
May 131
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Remember to contact the CRSO for
2026 hunting permission letters {f you
will be hunting on Club property!
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Trigger Times? Contact James Lace-
field before the end of the month at
newsletter@cpfgc.com Club Calendar & Reminders ............ 6

Sporting Clay Tournament .............. 5
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Clearing Plate Racks

Shooting steel plates is a very different game from typical target sports. There are no
zones or rings for scoring points, only hits and misses. This can be a difficult adjust-
ment to make, as clearing a plate rack as quickly as possible means you may have to
allow yourself to adopt some “bad” habits of pistol marksmanship.

Sight Alignment and “Over-Aiming”

Yes, you read that correctly. Over-aiming is a real thing, and it can add a significant
amount of time to your run through a plate rack. Plates are usually 8 inches in diame-
ter and only 25 feet away from the firing line, leaving quite a lot of room for error. Pre-
cision accuracy is not essential to clear a plate rack—in fact, aiming for the exact cen-
ter of every plate will surely slow you down. Use the sights as a guideline, place them
over the general center of the plate, press the trigger, and repeat. A hit on the edge of a
plate is still a hit and will knock it over. When shooting plates, I tend to focus on the
plate itself more than the sights (a “bad” habit for bullseye marksmanship). Red-dot
sights make this much easier, as you can simply place the dot on the plate and press
the trigger, but iron sights can be put to use in a similar way. Just focus on the plate
and put the sights in your line of vision, muscle memory should do the rest. In a way,
shooting plates is rather similar to shotgun sports like trap where your focus should be
on the target itself while you point the gun rather than aim. As the diagram below
shows, even loosely aligned sights can produce effective hits at close range.

we W oWl w0

Trigger Press and Reset

One of the most important aspects of a precision firearm is its trigger. Light, crisp trig-
gers mean less overall movement when taking shots, allowing for tighter groups. But
clearing a plate rack involves a lot of gross movement already, and the difference in ac-
curacy between a match grade single-action trigger and a mushy striker-fired trigger
are negligible. If you are using a heavier or longer trigger, use the transition time be-
tween plates to stage the trigger so that it breaks when you arrive at the next target.
After firing, reset the trigger as quickly as possible and move to the next target.

Recoil Management and Grip

Recoil is the biggest time-trap, but a firm grip will help to keep the muzzle down.
Some experiments on paper showed that my shot group does widen significantly be-
tween white-knuckling the gun and holding it with a calm, relaxed grip. Comps, ports,
and light target loads can also help to reduce recoil, but a firm grip is best no matter
the gun. Focus on reducing recoil, but not anticipating it, between targets.
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HORNADY ANNOUNCES NEW CARTRIDGE!

Premier ammunition manufacturer, Hornady, has announced the develop-
ment of a new cartridge to be released at the beginning of April! .26 Loof is
a versatile rifle cartridge that ballistic engineers claim will be able to fit a
variety of roles for hunters and marksmen. A supersonic loading of the new
cartridge is said to deliver sub-MOA accuracy beyond 1,000 yards without
compromising on terminal ballistic performance or recoil. Initial offerings
include a lead-core, copper jacketed projectile weighing 150 grains, as well
as a solid copper projectile weighing 125 grains. A subsonic version has
been developed as well, which pushes a slightly heavier 180 grain projectile
to just over 900 fps for use with suppressors. As a promotion for the release
of this new cartridge in April, the subsonic ammunition will be sold in box-
es that can be attached to the muzzle of a rifle and used as disposable sup-
pressors! There have also been rumors of a new composite sabot projectile
which would allow the .26 Loof to be loaded with 35 grain pellets. This
would effectively bridge the gap between small-game rimfire cartridges and
large game, long range hunting rifles, but we will have to wait until April
1st for more news on this innovative technology.
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Take Your Best Shot!

()

SUNDAY, MAY 17 ~

Western Mass Bird Dog Club, “f;/ S _
(] ‘ A k i :
Granville, MA SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2026

Western Mass Bird Doﬂ Club
87 Charles Farnum Rd, Granville, MA 01034

100 TARGETS * LUNCH * PRIZES * 50/50
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FEE

Early-bird registration .
(inc luding ﬁ'ee merc,l) :; INCLUDES 325»17:1'3 Ll APRIL 27
avatlable online! s A
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SUNDAY | MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Range closures are | “*NOTE:
APRI L 20 26 2-hour before to Outdoor Range
_— Ya-hour after the closed % hr prior
event, unless noted
1 2 3 4
CENTERFIRE Pistol BOD MEETING JO-AD AIRGUN
League 5-7:30PM 19:00 - Main Hall 5-9pm Metallic Silhouettes
Indoor Range Closed Indoor Ranges Closed Main Hall 10:00-13:00
TRAP: 1300~
5 6 7 9 10 1
MONDAY PM CENTERFIRE Pistol Centerfire PIN SHOOT ATA Marathon 9am
TRAP 9:00- WORKPARTY Archery Tourney League 5-7:30PM 19:00-21:00 TRAP: 1300-
ALL Ranges Closed Main Hall 7PM - 10PM Indoor Range Closed Indoor Range Closed
PLATES - Centerfire 17:00-19:00 Indoor -Airgun only
CANCELLED Scouts 6:30-8
MainHall NO CLOSURE
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
TRAP 9:00- MONDAY PM CENTERFIRE Pistol AIRGUN
WORKPARTY PRACTICE PLATES League 5-7:30PM MONTHLY Metallic Silhouettes
Membership ALL Ranges Closed 25yd - 5PM ** Indoor Range Closed MEETING Main Hall 10:00-13:00
ORIENTATION 17:00-19:00 19:00-20:30
10:00 - 13:00 Archery Tourney Indoor Range Closed TRAP: 1300~
No range closure Main Hall 7PM - 10PM
Indoor -Airgun only
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
PLATES - Rimfire MONDAY PM Centerfire PIN SHOOT Pistol Instructor Class
9:00-14:00 WORKPARTY Archery Tourney 19:00-21:00 Main Hall 9AM-3PM
Outdoor range closed ALL Ranges Closed | Main Hall 7PM - 10PM Indoor Range Closed Indoor Range Closed
17:00-19:000 Indoor -Airgun only
TRAP: 9:00-
BoyScouts
Main Hall 6:30-8 PM
Indoor Range closed TRAP 1300-
26 27 28 29 30
MONDAY PM PRACTICE PLATES
WORKPARTY 25yd - 5PM **
ALL Ranges Closed
17:00-19:00 Archery Tourney
CPARG 1830 - 2000 Main Hall 7PM - 10PM
TRAP: 9:00- Indoor - AIRGUN ONLY

Indoor -Airgun only

3-GUN MATCH

SPRING CLEANING WORK PARTY

— SATURDAY, MAY 2 —

Your help would be greatly appreciated!




